Pronunciation
	romanization
	International phonetic alphabet
	description

	ǎ
	/ə/
	Like the “a” in the name “Tina” (very weakly)

	a
	/a/
	No equivalent in English. Like the Dutch “aa”.

	ě
	/æ/
	Like the “a” in “cat”

	e
	/e̞/
	Between the “a” in “play” and the “e” in “help”

	ǐ
	/ɪ/
	Like the “i” in “bit”

	i
	/i/
	Like the “ee” in “see”

	o
	/ɔ/
	Like the “o” in “not”

	ǔ
	/u/
	Like the “oo” in “boot”

	u
	/y/
	No equivalent in English. Like the German letter ü, or the Finnish letter y.

	l-
	/l̩/
	Somewhat like the “l” in “riddle”



How to pronounce /a/:
Say the word “eye”. If you put the tip of your finger on your tongue, you will notice that your tongue moves up when pronouncing this word. The position of your tongue at the beginning of the word is the vowel /a/.
How to pronounce /y/:
Put your tongue in the position of making the sound /i/, like the “ee” in “see”. Then round your lips like you are pronouncing the vowel /u/, as “oo” in “boot”.
How to pronounce /l̩/:
When pronouncing the letter L in English, not only the tip of the tongue moves, but also the back of the tongue. Try to move only the tip of your tongue to the position of pronouncing L. Then breathe out like you are making the English L sound. now you can pronounce the raymanian letter L, which is the sound /l/. the sound /l̩/, written L-, is pronounced the same, but acts as a vowel instead of a consonant.

Long and short vowels
Raymanian makes the distinction between long and short vowels. Long vowels are written in the romanization system with a macron (ǎ̄, ā etc.) and in the ipa with a triangular colon (/əː/, /aː/ etc.). “long and short vowels” only means that the duration of the vowel changes. L- or /l̩/ is always pronounced long, and does not differentiate between short and long.


	romanization
	ipa
	description

	p
	/p/
	Like the “p” in play*

	b
	/b/
	Like the “b” in “aboard”

	t
	/t/
	Like the “t” in “tip”*

	d
	/d/
	Like the “d” in “dish”

	k
	/k/
	Like the “c” in “call”*

	g
	/g/
	Like the “g” in “game”

	f
	/f/
	Like the “f” in “feel

	v
	/v/
	Like the “v” in “video”

	s
	/s/
	Like the “s” in “sell”

	z
	/z/
	Like the “z” in “zero”

	š
	/ʃ/
	Like the “sh” in “shell”

	ž
	/ʒ/
	Like the “si” in “vision”

	h
	/h/
	Like the “h” in “help”

	ts
	/ʦ/
	A t sound followed by a s sound, like the “ts” in “cats”**

	tš
	/ʧ/
	Like the “ch” in “change”**

	dž
	/ʤ/
	Like the “j” in “jump”**

	m
	/m/
	Like the “m” in “may”

	n
	/n/
	Like the “n” in “nice”

	ň
	/ŋ/
	Like the “ng” in “sing”

	w
	/w/
	Like the “w” in “want”

	y
	/j/
	Like the “y” in “yes”

	l
	/l/
	See “How to pronounce /l̩/”

	ľ
	/ɬ/
	No equivalent in English. Like the Welsh “ll”

	r
	/ɾ/
	Like the “tt” in American English “better”, or the “r” in the Spanish word “caro”



* in English, the sounds /p/, /t/, and /k/ are aspirated, meaning that they are pronounced with a little h sound following. In raymanian, these sounds are not aspirated, like in many other languages.
** the sounds /ʦ/, /ʧ/, and/ʤ/ are affricates. They actually are 2 consonants, but they count as 1 consonant.
How to pronounce /ɬ/:
Put your tongue in the position of making the /l/ sound, but then breathe out like you are making the /s/ sound. Your tongue should not change position.

Stress
In raymanian, stress is not phonemic. This means that words are not distinguished by the position of the stress in a word. The stress always falls on the first long vowel of the root word (L- counts as a short vowel), or on the first vowel of the root word if there are no long vowels. And it is “root word”, because affixes can not change the position of the stress.
Syllable structure
The syllable structure is (C)(C)V(C)(C). this means that a consonant cluster of only 2 consonants is allowed at the beginning and at the end of a syllable.
